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The Circuit Rider Published March 20, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 Now Available on Web Site

2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Now Available on Web Site 
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 19:28-40
New International Version (NIV)

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King
28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going 
up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached Bethphage and 
Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he 
sent two of his disciples, saying to them, 30 “Go to the 
village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ say, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 
32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 
34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 
35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went along, people spread their cloaks 
on the road. 
37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully 
to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 
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38 “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” [a] “Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 
39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 
40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 

And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• April 11, 2013 (Thursday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Tupelo District 
Rally at 6:00 p.m. Tupelo First United Methodist 
Church in Tupelo, Mississippi will facilitate the event.

• April 14, 2013 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the 190th Church Anniversary of Philadelphia First United Methodist 
Church in Philadelphia, Mississippi. The celebration will begin at 10:00 a.m.

Baptist Minister with Methodist 
Roots Meets Bishop Swanson
By Jasmine Haynes

Along a lengthy and winding road in Crystal Springs, 
Mississippi stands a sign barring the cross and the flame 
pointing travelers in the direction of White Oak United 
Methodist Church. People ventured from other coun-
ties and endured hail and thunder storms to worship at 
White Oak’s annual spring revival. Methodist-raised, Presbyterian seminary gradu-
ate and pastor of Belmont Missionary Baptist Church in Raymond, Rev. Toney 
Crisler, eagerly anticipated hearing from guest preacher, Mississippi Area Resident 
Bishop, James E. Swanson, Sr.

Crisler said he returned to his native church’s revival—fittingly titled, “Finding Our 
Way Home”—because of Swanson’s many accomplishments, which includes being 
Mississippi’s first African-American United Methodist bishop, and Swanson’s rap-
port within the communities he has visited.

“He’s the first bishop I have ever met and I really wanted to fellowship with him and 
let him know how proud I was to be able to see this day,” said Crisler.

According to Crisler, Swanson’s dynamic and vibrant preaching style would intrigue 
anyone to stay focused on the message and not denomination differences. “I hope 
that Bishop Swanson can continue to bridge the gap between the different denomi-
nations and races because we all worship one God,” stated Crisler.

Rev. Crisler shared younger brother, Tim Crisler is the Conference Lay Leader for the 
Mississippi United Methodist Church and connectionalism is a family matter. When 
asked about him and his brother’s theological perspectives, Rev. Crisler responded, 
“We argue and laugh sometimes about the differences between the Baptist and 
Methodist denominations but I am so proud of Tim and it brings joy to my heart to know that he’s doing such a great work for 
the Lord.”

Rev. Crisler said that hearing and meeting Bishop Swanson was worth the trip and he hopes that Bishop Swanson will journey to 
Belmont M.B. Church in the future.

Bishop Swanson (Left) and Rev. Toney 
L. Crisler, pastor of Belmont Missionary 
Baptist Church in Raymond (right).
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In all, White Oak UMC will host four bishops during revival. Bishop Thomas Louis Brown, Sr. of the Fourth Episcopal District 
will preach Wednesday night; Bishop Duncan M. Gray, III of the Episcopal Diocese of Mississippi will preach Thursday night; and 
Retired Holston Conference Resident Bishop of The United Methodist Church, Clay Lee will close out revival on Friday night.

All evening revival services begin at 7:30 p.m. White Oak United Methodist Church is located at 10053 New Zion Road, Crystal 
Springs, MS 39059.

Hail Damages a Dozen  
Methodist Children’s Homes Vehicles
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt
The hail storm that pounded parts of Mississippi on Monday, March 19 
has created a transportation strain for the Methodist Children’s Homes in 
Clinton. A dozen vehicles used to take kids to and from school have shat-
tered windows or no windows as a result of hail that reportedly measured 
as large as tennis balls in some areas of the state.

 Now the staff must improvise and use the very few vehicles that can 
transport the children to appointments such as doctor visits and extra-
curricular activities.

 “We must make arrangements 
to transport anywhere between forty and fifty children at any given time, so losing 
the majority of our vehicles has put an enormous strain on our resources. The use of 
personal vehicles to transport the children is not allowed, so we are making do the 
best we can at this time,” according to Vernon King, Vice President of Development 
for the Methodist Children’s Homes.

There are 29 buildings on the Methodist Children’s Homes campus. Damage to those 
structures vary. King said they are asking volunteers to provide skilled laborers to re-
pair damage to the roofs, provide funds to cover the unknown and unforeseen costs 
of these repairs, and more importantly they need prayers.  Anyone who would like to 

help the Methodist Children’s Homes, contact Vernon King at 601-853-5000, ext. 222 or email him at vking@mchms.org.

Through group homes, adolescent parenting services, independent living program, and therapeutic foster care programs, MCH 
serves children, from birth to age 21, who have been physically, emotionally and/or sexually abused. These children are referred to 
MCH by the Mississippi Department of Health and Human Services, churches and parents or guardians.

MCH strives to meet the needs of the children in a home-like environment.

Goodloe Mississippi UM Connection to Russia
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt    
Before the 2013 Annual Conference of the Mississippi United Methodist Church, 
the name Sara Goodloe Rakhmankulova will hopefully be familiar to all Mississippi 
United Methodists. The Ocean Springs, Mississippi native and member of the UM 
faith is on a spiritual journey that relocated her to Russia where she married a Rus-
sian United Methodist pastor, Artur Rakhmankulova. The couple’s joint vision for 
new UM churches in Moscow and developing leadership in the Russia UMC caught 
the attention of leaders of the MS Annual Conference who have decided to support 
the Rakhmankulovas. Bishop James Swanson, Sr. recently made a plea in an email 
message to Mississippi United Methodists for their support in a special offering to 
give $300,000 to Russian Annual Conferences in the Moscow area. In the message 
he writes:  

“I write this letter inviting you to join me and the leadership team in supporting this 
plan by making a financial contribution to help us accumulate the funds needed to seed this effort. This collection will be our 2013-14 

One of a dozen damaged in the recent hail 
storm.

The Rakhmankulova’s are on a mission 
to plant new churches in Russia.
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Annual Conference Mission Offering. It is our intention to partner with Russia Annual Conferences in the Moscow area to support 
them in starting new churches and developing leaders as a part of our commitment to serve others as we serve ourselves... A miracle 
is coming and you can be a part of The Power of WE that helps it transpire. Thank you in advance for your prayerful consideration 
regarding this special offering.”

Viewers of the Methodist television broadcast, “The Hour” had the opportunity to hear from Mrs. Rakhmankulova in an inter-
view with the show’s host Rev. Steve Casteel. She talked about everything from her Mississippi Methodist roots that led her to 
Russia when she was in high school and to why living outside of her comfort zone keeps her attentive to the needs of others.  

Mrs. Rakhmankulova’s segment is about 10 minutes into the program. To view Sara Goodloe Rakhmankulova’s interview go to 
http://vimeo.com/61065926?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+3-20-13&utm_campaign=3-20-3+Circuit+Rider&utm_
medium=email.

New Appointment to MS Annual Conference Staff
By Tamica Smith-Jeuitt
Bishop James Swanson, Sr. is pleased to announce the appointment of Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Co-
Senior pastor of Galloway Memorial United Methodist Church in Jackson to Director of Communi-
cations and Connection for the MS Annual Conference.  The move is bitter sweet for Shelton.

“The people of Galloway UMC have taught me a great deal. They embody risk-taking fearlessness 
to serve persons who are invisible to the world... The Mississippi Annual Conference is buoyed with 
passionate laity, visionary clergy, and congregations who love and serve well.  I am blessed to have this 
opportunity and ask for prayers in my new journey of service,” said Shelton. 

Effective July 2013, Shelton will replace Rev. Steve Casteel who has served in 
the position for the last seven years. Casteel will continue to be the execu-
tive director of the United Methodist Hour as he transitions into his next 
appointment.

“With the addition of Communications to my responsibilities as director 
of connections, I have discovered that communication is the heart of the 
connection. As Bishop Swanson leads us into the next chapter of our life together as United Method-
ists, I know Connie Shelton will be just as effective as I have been. Connie brings a diverse set of gifts, 
experience, and strong leadership skills to this challenging opportunity. She will be assisted by the best 
staff in the world! I look forward to returning to a congregation and continuing to work with the United 

Methodist Hour. Please be in prayer for Connie as she assumes her new role and pray for me as I begin my next chapter. The con-
nectional system is such a gift. It truly does work on the Power of WE. I can never thank everyone enough for the honor of being 
a part of the Annual Conference team,” said Casteel.

Methodists and Episcopalians Share Eucharist on Coast
By Scott Lenoir, Editor of The Mississippi Episcopalian
There wasn’t a seat left at St. Peter’s by-the-Sea/Gulfport as Episcopa-
lians and Methodists, both clergy and lay, gathered to celebrate the Feast 
Day of John and Charles Wesley. The observance was co-hosted by First 
United Methodist in Gulfport. This annual event has been observed 
throughout the diocese since 2009 with services in Jackson, Meridian, 
Oxford and Natchez.

Bishop James E. Swanson, the new resident bishop for the Mississippi 
Area of the United Methodist Church, was the preacher for the March 
3rd service. Swanson’s remarks, laced with humor and a spirited preach-
ing style, recalled how John Wesley took the Gospel message out of the 
church into the world with field preaching.   The bishop encouraged 
those gathered to do the same—to bring Christianity from the worship Fourth from the left, MS Annual Conference Bishop 

James Swanson.

Rev. Dr.  
Connie Shelton 

Rev. Steve Casteel



space and into the world. “We need to hear the good news in the world where we live in,” said the bishop to the crowd of about 
500 people.

In 2005, the United Methodist Church approved a scholarly agreement called “Joint Interim Eucharistic Sharing.” The agreement 
was later approved by the General Convention of the Episcopal Church in 2006 and is the foundation of the Mississippi covenant. 
This Eucharistic sharing is an outgrowth of the Covenant of Common Life that was signed in 2009 between Bishop Duncan Gray, 
III and Methodist Bishop Hope Morgan Ward, Swanson’s predecessor.    

“Our service tonight was another way to deepen the relationship between our denominations, and between these two bishops 
themselves. It is part of the process which works toward achieving full communion with each other,” said the Rev. Patrick Skutch, 
rector of Christ Church/Bay St. Louis and the ecumenical officer for the Diocese of Mississippi.

Bishop Gray took a few moments to reflect on the history of the long relationship which developed between the Methodist, Epis-
copal and Roman Catholic bishops that began in the 1960s civil rights era.   Regular meetings of the bishops have been ongoing 
ever since.

The Covenant of Common Life, signed in 2009, set out a terms for a deeper shared ministry between the Methodist and Episco-
pal bishops in Mississippi and calls for congregations and clergy in both denominations to search for ways to form partnerships 
and carry out joint programming in outreach, religious education, evangelism and sharing of facilities.  

Gray noted the Rev. Margaret Ayers who is now the pastor of the United Methodist Church in Port Gibson and vicar of St. James’ 
Episcopal Church.

“I like to think this is a foretaste of the Kingdom,” said Gray after the service in Gulfport, “sharing our mutual life in Christ with 
each other and yet maintaining our unique identities.”

To learn more about the historic agreement between Mississippi Episcopalians and Methodists, log on to www.dioms.org and 
click on “Covenant of Common Life.”

Palms or Passion? 
Publication of The United Methodist Church, GBOD (General Board of Discipleship)
Palms or Passion? Which approach will you take to the Sixth Sunday of Lent this year? There are two sets of Revised Common 
Lectionary readings for that day, reflecting the ecumenical church’s use of two distinct approaches. The Liturgy of the Palms is 
festive, reminding us of joy and celebration when Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. The Liturgy of the Passion is more 
somber, reminding us of the weighty events of Holy Week. Both sets of readings are listed in the United Methodist Book of Wor-
ship.

Which Should You Use? 
For many pastors, the decision was made decades ago, long before their appointment to that local church. The tradition of hav-
ing the children or the entire congregation process with palm branches influences many pastors to use only the Liturgy of the 
Palms for the entire service for unity’s sake. There are, however, several good reasons to use both the Liturgy of the Palms and the 
Liturgy of the Passion this year.

• New church members and younger church members do not automatically know what happened during Holy Week. Recent atten-
dance figures reveal that many people choose NOT to attend a weekly Bible class. Those who do attend weekly Bible studies often 
do not study what we once considered “basics”; many of the newer studies are topical.

• Attendance at Holy Week special worship services has also declined. Pastors can no longer assume that a large percentage of the 
parish will hear the lections read for Maundy Thursday or Good Friday observances.

• We live in a culture where The Passion of Christ and The DaVinci Code greatly influence what members of our congregations 
know and believe about the Bible. How much better it is to have those texts interpreted in the trusted environment of the local 
church.

Using both the Liturgy of the Palms and the Liturgy of the Passion will require thoughtful planning of Sunday morning worship. 
You may also want to consider allowing the texts to do the preaching on this day. 

Page 5



Poplar Head UMC Volunteers 
Help Family Return Home
By Wayne Jones, Poplar Head UMC    
The United Methodist Volunteers In Mission (UM-
VIM) Team from Poplar Head United Methodist 
Church of Saucier, Mississippi, turned the keys over 
to the Bullock family yesterday in a dedication and 
blessing ceremony at their completed house. Rev. Brad Corbin, senior pastor of Court Street UMC conducted the service at the 
Hattiesburg home.

Construction on the tornado-damaged home began Saturday, February 16 with the roof replacement. Total reconstruction was 
completed Saturday, March 16. The interior of the Bullock’s home was completely replaced including gypsum board, insulation, 
new windows, air conditioning, kitchen cabinets and appliances, bathroom, electrical, plumbing and all new furniture.

Jim Hoffman worked tirelessly to aid the Bullocks during the rebuilding process. He also worked closely with Poplar Head UMC 
in the construction and coordination of local volunteers. Temple Baptist Church volunteers also aided the process to completely 
rebuild the home in just four short weeks.

Legacy of Love 
By Cynthia Laird, Senatobia District Communicator
March 16, 2013 – Batesville First United Methodist Church hosted a 
joyful celebration of the Greenwood and Senatobia districts’ United 
Methodist Women (UMW) missions.  Rev. Ed Temple made his way 
through the crowd, welcoming us to Batesville First UMC.  The open-
ing hymn, “Hymn of Promise,” was a reminder of the transformation 
Jesus brings to each of us who trust and follow Him.  It also brought 
to mind how UMW’s ministry with the Methodist Children’s Homes 
works to transform the lives of the children in their care. 

Rev. Ed Woodall, associate pastor of Batesville First UMC, told us 
about some of the accomplishments of Becky H. Dotson, our speaker.   
She is President and CEO of the United Methodist Ministry with 
Children and Families, Inc.  Dotson is a graduate of Indianola Acad-
emy and received her Bachelor’s degree in Business from Belhaven 
College.  She has more than 20 years of experience working with youth 
organizations and advocating for the rights of abused and neglected 
children.  Woodall then announced that Becky would be leaving to serve in the ministry of the Florida United Methodist Chil-
dren’s Home.  Her work there will begin June 1, 2013.

Although Becky’s background is in accounting and business, she felt the Lord’s call to use these abilities in His service.  She un-
derstood that the Lord had special work for her and she has combined her passion for helping children with her business insight 
to advance the cause of these children.  She made the commitment to be the voice of those who had no voice.  She has worked 
to provide opportunities for these children, and she has loved them.  Becky and others in the Methodist Children’s Homes have 
been showing their love in words and deeds, trying to mend broken hearts and shattered lives.  She asks you to continue to give 
to this ministry, and she also requests your prayers.  Please pray that the children will come to know Jesus; that God will provide a 
forever family for these children; that siblings will be able to stay together; that their deep hurts will be healed; and that their lives 
and hearts will be transformed so that they can one day forgive those who have harmed them.

We thank Becky for her years of dedication and service, and we pray for her new ministry in Florida.  Let us also pray that the 
Lord will guide the Methodist leadership to find the right person to carry on the work--Becky’s legacy of love--for the children. 

If you or your church mission group would like to learn more about volunteer opportunities or if you would like to make a finan-
cial contribution, the Methodist Children’s Home website is www.mchms.org.  You may also call 601-853-5000 to learn about 
ways you can become involved with this ministry. 
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Left to Right - Edna Cave, Ruby Montgomery, 
Cheryl Denley, and Becky H. Dotson.



Moving Day June 18 
Bishop James Swanson Sr., has designated June 18, 
2013 Moving Day for clergy transferring to new ap-
pointments.
 

Lake Junaluska Celebrates  
Centennial throughout 2013    
Lake Junaluska Conference and Retreat Center, which is located in North Carolina, is celebrating 100 years of transforming lives 
in 2013. Lake Junaluska’s Centennial Magazine is being mailed. It includes the following details: 

• Stories by the Lakeshore with Donald Davis (April 18)
• Lake Junaluska’s Homecoming Week (June 30 - July 7)

Lake Junaluska’s Homecoming Week is a week-long celebration, including fireworks, concerts and reunions. For more informa-
tion, visit http://www.lakejunaluska.com/.
 

Scholarship Applications Closed
Scholarship Applications for the 2013/2014 academic year are now closed.  Applicants should watch for an email from apply-
ists.com this summer as this is how you will be notified of award results. If you have a change in your email address please make 
that change in your demographics page on your application at www.gbhem.org/scholarshipapplication.
 

Share Mississippi Easter Memories
Children and youth are often taught to celebrate the risen Savior through acting 
in Easter skits or memorizing speeches. Share your most treasured memories of 
church members, family and friends by submitting photos and videos no longer 
than one minute to  news@mississippi-umc.org. Past and present photos and 
videos of Easter frocks, kids reciting Easter speeches and Easter skits are welcome. 
Make sure to visit the conference facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524?ref=
hl) to see if your submission was published.
 

Apply Now for Annual Conference Awards
The office of Connectional Ministries seeks to recognize churches, groups and individuals in the Mississippi United Methodist 
Conference that are redefining what it means to be light in a dying world. Feel free to nominate those who are shining brightly in 
the below mentioned categories:

Denman Evangelism Awards                                               
The Harry Denman Evangelism Awards honor people whose lives exemplify the teaching of Christ and the Great Commission. 
The conference will recognize one youth, one lay person and one clergy person each year. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.
org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain applications. 
 
Emma K. Elzy Award
The Emma K. Elzy Award encourages reconciliation by honoring an individual, group or institution that has shown outstanding 
achievement in race relations in the state of Mississippi. Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the 
application.     

Nominations for the above mentioned awards are due April 29, 2013 and should be mailed to The Mississippi Conference Of-
fice; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320-C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206.  

Tobias Gibson Award
The Commission on Archives & History is now accepting nominations for its annual Tobias Gibson Award.  The recipient of this 
award will have made significant contributions to the preservation of the history of Methodism in the Mississippi Conference 
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within the last year. Nominees must be a living person and able to be present at 2013 Annual Conference to receive the award.  
Submissions for nominees are due by April 8, 2013. For an application and more information, call Debra McIntosh at the J.B. 
Cain Archives at 601-974-1077.

Healthy Church Award 
The beneficiary of the Healthy Church Award will have promoted health ministries, activities and programs in and with the 
congregations of the Annual Conference.  The application deadline is May 15, 2012. Please mail complete applications to The 
Mississippi Conference Office; Attn: Connectional Ministry; 320 C Briarwood Drive; Jackson, MS 39206. Go to http://www.
mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1356 to obtain the application.  

The awards will be presented at the 2013 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference.

Come Attend the New Zion Annual Women’s Day Program
New Zion United Methodist Church will host their Annual Women’s Day Program on Sunday, March 24, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. The 
theme is “God’s Gift: Peace in a busy world,” and the guest speaker will be Mrs. Felecia Rice Huddleston. New Zion UMC is lo-
cated at 17 East Marion School Rd. in Columbia, Mississippi. For additional information, call 601-810-8072.

St. Mary’s Revival Days
St. Mary’s United Methodist Church is hosting Revival Days from March 23-27, 2013. The church’s address is 3009 Harmony 
Road-Crystal Springs, Mississippi. Service will begin each night at 7:30 p.m.

Speakers are:
• Monday: Rev. Eddie Spencer
• Tuesday: Rev. Fitzgerald Lovett
• Wednesday: Rev. H.L. Sylvester

Annual “A Call to Prayer and Self-Denial” Service
The United Methodist Women of Riley Chapel United Methodist Church are having their annual ‘A Call to Prayer and Self-Deni-
al’ Service on Monday, April 1, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. The theme is Living Stewardship: Creating Financial Literacy. The service will be 
held at 1107 Church Street, Gulfport, Mississippi 39507.

For questions and additional information, please contact Ms. Patricia Harvey at 228-896-7377 or via email at pharvey@cableone.net. 

Christ UMC Hosts Seventh Annual Tablescapes
View over 40 beautifully decorated tables, enjoy delicious food, and bid on silent auction items at the seventh annual Tablescapes 
event.  The United Methodist Women of Christ UMC will host Tablescapes on Tuesday, April 9, from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

All proceeds benefit UMW programs for women and children.  Tickets are $10 per person and are available now or at the door.  
For groups of eight or more, please contact the church in advance.  To purchase tickets and for more details, call 601-956-6974. 

Christian sympathy is extended to Rev. Dr. Gary 
Thompson (RE) (Eudora UMC) in the death of his sis-
ter, Bobbie Blocker, after a long struggle with Alzheim-
er’s.  Funeral services were held recently in Philadel-
phia, MS.  Please keep the family in your prayers. 

Prayers are requested for Rev. Mattie Gipson’s daughter, 
Tamara, who had surgery to remove fibroid tumors. 
The surgery was at Johns Creek Hospital, a branch of 
Emory Hospital System of Atlanta. Rev. Gipson is Superintendent of the Greenwood District and her husband Rev. Frank Gipson 
is retired.

Rev. Herman Heath, Retired Clergy of the Meridian District passed Monday March 18, 2013. Arrangements are incomplete at 
this time. Please keep the Heath family in your thoughts and prayers.
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Chicken Simon and Garfunkle 
4 lb. boneless chicken breasts
1/2 cup butter, softened
2 tablespoons water
1 tablespoon parsley
Flour
1/4 teaspoon rosemary
1/2 cup sherry
1 egg
8 slices Mozzarella cheese
Bread crumbs
1/4 teaspoon sage
1/4 cup butter
1/4 teaspoon thyme
Salt and pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Put chicken between wax paper and roll with rolling pin. Brush with butter seasoned with salt 
and pepper. Lay each piece of chicken on a slice of cheese; roll up and fasten with a toothpick. Combine beaten egg with 
water; roll chicken in flour, then egg mixture and bread crumbs. Place evenly in baking dish. Combine softened butter with 
parsley, sage, rosemary and thyme. Drizzle over chicken rolls. Bake for 30 minutes. Remove from oven and pour sherry 
over chicken. Place back in oven and bake for an additional 30 minutes. (Can you guess where the recipe got its name?)

 – By Billy L. Shaw in “Cooking with Friends” published by the United Methodist  Women of Coffeeville UMC

Employment Opportunities
• Part-time Organist  Long Beach First United Methodist Church seeks a part-time organist. The postion requires play-
ing at two Sunday-morning services each week, occasional Wednesday evening rehearsals. Easter & Christmas services also 
required. Traditional service, salary negotiable.

Send resumes only to: Long Beach First United Methodist Church, 208 Pine Street, Long Beach, MS 39560 or email to: 
fumclb@cableone.net.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, so 
share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at  
https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at 
https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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